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COVID-19: Guideline

IPAC Recommendations for the handling of paper and
client charts within patient rooms, where the patient
is suspected or positive for COVID-19 infection.

Site:
e All Inpatient Facilities

Scope:

e Audience: Clinical Staff caring for COVID19
suspected and positive infections.

¢ Indications: When considering what paper to take
into the patient room; and when considering
what to do with paper in the patient room.

e Exceptions: None.

PATIENTS SUSPECTED OR POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 INFECTION:
IPAC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE HANDLING OF PAPER AND CLIENT CHARTS WITHIN PATIENT ROOMS

DO NOT TAKE PAPER OR PAPER CHARTS INTO THE ROOM OF A PATIENT WHO HAS SUSPECTED OR
CONFIRMED COVID-19 INFECTION.

e Whattodo if itis required to take paper/paper chartinto a patient’sroom
o Onlytake in the parts of the chart that are required
o Tryandkeep paper/paper chartoutof the patients’ 2 meter radius to reduce the risk of

contamination

o Dry papercan be broughtoutof the patient’s room and putbackinto patient’s chartor used as

required

e What to do with potentially contaminated (wet or moist) paper?
o Sequesteritinto a plasticsleeve priorto beingenteredinto the chart
o It should remain contained for at least48 hours/untildry.
e Whatto do if the complete patient chart has been takeninto a room?
o The plasticchart/binder should be cleaned/disinfected with ACCEL or Cavi Wipe equivalentwhen
removed from the room
o Followthe pointsabove fordry versus moist paper recommendations

Paper charts may be taken into the room of a patient whois not suspected of having COVID-19 infection, as
standard. Onceinthe room, please ensurethe chartis reviewed and placed downin a ‘clean’ areaand not
placed on the patientbed, etc.
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This document is in effect until the end of the COVID-19 response. It has been prepared solely for use at Island Health. Island
Health accepts no responsibility for use of this material by any person or organization not associated with Island Health.
A printed copy of this document may not reflect the current, electronic version on the Island Health Intranet.




